
 

 

Newsletter, July 2013 

 
 

President’s Report  

July already!  How the months have flown, so 
time to make contact with you all again. 

As most of you are well aware, we had a 
disruptive start to the year with the massive 
power problem that the RAS experienced after 
the January rain.  I thank them most sincerely 
for allowing us normal access to the premises 
during that time.  We were very lucky that we 
did not have a very hot summer, and therefore 
did not notice our lack of air conditioning.  I 
would like to remind you all that when using 
the air conditioning, it is set for maximum 
efficiency on both cooling and heating modes.  
Therefore, it is up to individuals to dress 
accordingly so that all those playing can benefit. 

In February we welcomed a large group from 
the Moreton Club for a most enjoyable day’s 
bridge and lunch. 

I was very sad to receive Merna Atkin’s 
resignation from the tournament committee in 
March.  I thank her most sincerely for all the 
help she has given me as masterpoint secretary, 
and for always giving such good advice based on 
her great knowledge of bridge administration, 
as well as playing ability.  Gillian Whitehouse 
took on the position as Chair, and Ro Kelley as 
Zone Representative.  Thank you both. 
 
The club sponsored a double workshop with 
Joan Butts in April, which was very well 

attended, and am sure benefitted all those who 
did.  Joan, I know was delighted with the 
response and was pleased to see a great 
improvement in the standard of bridge in the 
club. 

We participated in the Bridge for Brains 
challenge in May in support of Alzheimer’s 
research.  I was very pleased to see a large field 
that morning. 

Ian Jesser presented another very informative 
tutorial on slam bidding last week.  He has 
offered to do one on doubles on Monday 26th 
August.  Ian spends a lot of time preparing 
these tutorials for us, so I hope you will support 
this one as well as the others. 

Our two annual congresses come up in the next 
three months.  July 21st is our Swiss Pairs which 
is an open congress, but welcomes novice 
players as well.  On September 29th we hold our 
novice congress which is open to players under 
100 masterpoints.  Congresses are great days 
for meeting members of other clubs and 
learning to play in a more competitive, although 
friendly environment, controlled by a very 
gentle director in Chris Snook. 

As we cater for both these events, Pauline will 
require help in the kitchen for both days, as well 
as food donations for the “grazing” table.  
Please contact her to offer your help.  Judy 
Reynolds has offered to organize the meal 
catering for the Swiss Pairs and Rhondda for the 
Novice Pairs – for which we are very grateful. 



Our Charity Day for this year will benefit Young 
Care.  It will be held on October 28th, so please 
start thinking about what you can contribute to 
the Bring and Buy stall between the values of $1 
- $10 maximum.  The flyers with all information 
will appear very shortly.  We are hoping that 
you will embrace this day as generously as you 
did for Paradise Kids last year. 

Desley and Rhondda are planning exciting 
enhancements for the room which should make 
our regular lockups much more user friendly 
than some of the existing arrangements, and 
also add to the general ambience of the room.  I 
am really looking forward to seeing the finished 
product. 

The Committee has moved that we install one 
continuous hot water urn beside the cold water 
one.  Richard is liaising with the electrician and 
the plumber.  When he has the final quote, we 
will seek the permission of the RAS to install it. 

Sadly, we have fare welled two members in the 
last few months.  My sympathy to Jan 
McIllwraith and family, on the loss of their 
beloved “Pots”, and to the family of Jill Fulloon. 

Brian and I will be away from the end of July 
until the end of September.  Jenny will take my 
place, and I know the Committee will help her 
with anything she needs. 

Good luck to you all in the Club Pairs 
Championship.  I will look forward to following 
your results on my Ipad. 

Happy bridging 
 
Barbara Wippell 

 

Masterpoint Secretary’s Report  

Table numbers continue to grow.  I have been 
happy to see how successful Friday morning 
play has become even though in the cold 
weather the early start tests some of us! 

The club has earned 221.5 green points and 
17.52 red so far this year.  We are trying to 
score more session’s across-the-field, but find it 

hard when players are late coming, and are 
unwilling to move positions. 

Please don’t question the Director when you 
are asked to move at any time because it is only 
done to make the playing field as balanced as 
possible, and improve the competition for the 
day. 

I would like to thank all the office staff for the 
extra time they are spending teaching others to 
use the computer and hopefully the dealing 
machine. 

Carol Wilson is standing in for me during my 
absence, and I am hoping will want to continue 
on next year.  She will be seeding the field for 
the pairs championship, so please put your 
entries in to her early so it won’t be an onerous 
task on the day. 

 
Barbara Wippell 

 

 

Tournament Committee Report  

The resignation of Merna Atkins as chair of 
Tournament Committee has been accepted 
with regret. Merna has been pivotal in the 
running of Tournament Committee since the 
club’s inception. Her wealth of knowledge and 
experience will be sadly missed.  We wish her a 
speedy return to good health and to bridge. 

Congress dates for 2014 have been booked, but 
may be moved due to zone clashes.  DDBC is 
not hosting a zone event this year. Nominations 
for Club Pairs Championship are required on 
August 5th, 12th, and 19th. 

Club policy is to use the clock for play, and to 
keep to time.  If a card is not tabled to the last 
board when the timer sounds, an average score 
will be awarded.  Purchase of a second clock is 
being considered. 

Table slips have been circulated re use of 
bridgemates. Please observe considerate 
behaviour regarding discussion of results at the 
table. 



Psyche bids must be reported by the person 
making them, and recorded in the psyche book. 
Director must be called. 

Remember, if you are not happy with a ruling, 
you have the right to appeal. Just tell the 
director at the time, rather than complain later. 
We are all human! 
 
Happy bridging 
 
Rosemary Kelly 
Zone Representative 
 
 

 

Request from the Treasurer 

Would members please try to avoid paying their 
table money by a $50 bill?  It is not a problem if 
there is one or maybe two but it becomes a real 
problem when there are more which happened 
last Monday.  Please make an effort to have 
smaller denominations to pay table money. 

 

Thank you 

 
Jane Lindenberg 

 

Providor’s Report  

Start of July already!  The kitchen is running 
relatively smoothly.  Even the usual winter mice 
have been kind and not too prevalent so far! 

Exciting news from my point of view is that the 
Committee has just approved the purchase of a 
continuous hot water urn to be fitted near the 
cold water tank.  This will enable people to have 
tea, coffee, whenever, without depleting the 
electric urn and the constant need to refill 
same.  It will be particularly useful when we 
have special events such as congresses when 
kitchen staff is busy.  However, this has yet to 
be approved by the RAS. 

We have our annual Swiss Pairs coming up on 
Sunday 21st July, to be catered for by Judy 
Reynolds.  We will need member support for 
slices, biscuits, scones, or similar for the day.  
Could you please let me know if you are willing 
to donate any of the aforementioned. 

Thank you to the Executive and Committee for 
their continued support with afternoon tea, and 
in particular to members Joyce Ziesmer and 
Carmel Caton who contribute significantly. 

My grateful thanks 

 
Pauline Lutton 

 

Notes from the Secretary 

We would like to welcome new members who 
have joined our club this year.  They are: 

K. Brown  R. Klupfel 
V. Buchanan  M. McConachy 
S. Cowell  H. Moncrieff 
C. Harris  M. Oakroot 
J. Higgins  B. Orth 
H. Holmes  L. Parker 
L. Hore   L. Sutton 
C. Hutton 

Many of these are already members of the 
Toowoomba Bridge Club, but some are new to 
Toowoomba and we ask you all to make them 
especially welcome. 

If any of you have not received your 2013 
calendar, these are available at the office.  They 
contain details of your Committee, play dates 
and sessions, and names and phone numbers of 
all members. 

Name Badges 

If you would like a name badge, please see me. 

 
Alison Evans 
Secretary 

 
 



ANNOUNCING THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Changes to the ABF Alert Procedures 

As of August 1st 2013 there will be two 
significant changes to the current alerting 
procedures and both of these changes will have 
an impact upon the average club player. 

The first is that when a player opens the bidding 

with 1, his partner will no longer need to alert 

it. This is irrespective of whether the 1 
opening is natural or conventional.   Instead the 
responder will be required to make a prescribed 
statement (otherwise termed an 
‘Announcement’).   

The actual ‘announcement’ required will vary 

depending upon the nature of the 1 bid: 

For natural (Green) systems; the appropriate 
minimum length of the club suit (i.e., 2+, 3+, 4+, 
etc.) should be announced. 

For Strong Club (Blue) systems; the word 
“Strong” together with the minimum HCP 
holding (e.g. “16+”) should be announced. 

For system options other than those above (e.g. 

a Polish 1); the word “Unusual” should be 
used. 

The second area where an announcement will 
be required is after any natural 1NT opening.  
The responder will now be obligated to state: 

The appropriate HCP range (e.g. “12-14” or “15-
17” etc.). 

All such announcements will need to be made 
consistently in the prescribed manner.  
Alternative designations or terminologies 
should not be used. 

It is the responsibility of the Responder to make 
the announcement whenever their partner 

opens either 1 or 1NT.  Either call will now 
trigger the prescribed announcement, or in the 

case of a conventional 1, the announcement 
will replace the current requirement to alert.  
These are the only two calls that will lead to an 

announcement, the Alert Regulations remain 
unchanged in respect all other actions. 

After any announcement, the opponents will 
still be able to ask supplementary questions, 
however hopefully the basic information 
already conveyed will obviate much of that 
need.  A side benefit of this new approach is 
that many of the problems currently created 
due to inopportune (and sometimes pointed) 
enquiries will now disappear. 

Another major positive is that announcements 
will lead to a better level of disclosure than was 
previously possible.  Up until now the task of 
providing adequate levels of disclosure has 
been quite difficult for those partnerships 
employing either a variable 1NT or for those 
using a quite different system in 3rd and 4th seat.  
A reduction in the likelihood of any opposition 
confusion about the methods being employed 
(and the agreed countermeasures) should be a 
benefit to all concerned.  The Laws relating to 
mistaken explanations and unauthorised 
information will still however apply to incorrect 
announcements in the same way that they 
currently apply to incorrect Alerts.  

Since these new procedures represent a 
significant change in approach, it is to be 
expected that some players will need time to 
adjust.  Consequently, Directors will be 
encouraged to exercise suitable tolerance in 
respect to inadvertent non-compliance and this 
will continue until most of the players become 
familiar with the newly promulgated 
procedures. 

Announcements have been used in both 
England and the United States for a number of 
years and it is felt that the above application of 
the same approach will also be beneficial in 
Australia. 

 
 
 
 
 

 


